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EXPERIENCE FORD’S POND
�e Umpqua Valley Audubon Society o�ers guided birding walks. For more information visit umpquaaudubon.org

Sutherlin’s newest park, Ford’s Pond, 
is a place to enjoy walking, birding 

and wildlife viewing, �shing, and 
kayaking and canoeing. �e 202-acre 
property, located on the west side of 
Sutherlin, currently o�ers parking and  
a portable restroom. 

�e City of Sutherlin has received 
funding from the Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department to begin needed 
improvements at Ford’s Pond. Parking 
will be upgraded and the pathway’s slope 
and surface improved to allow year-
round ADA-access in the areas marked 

in red (on right). Also, picnic tables, 
benches, and signage will be added to 
the park. An ADA-accessible restroom is 
planned for future construction. Work is 
anticipated to begin Summer 2020.

Visit cityofsutherlin.com for speci�c project 
information and temporary site closures.

The Friends of Ford’s 
Pond had a vision 
of an open-space, 
natural community 
park with safe, year-
round access. “We 
look forward to Ford’s 
Pond Community 
Park becoming a 
place for locals, and 
visitors to the area,  
to embrace, gather 
and enjoy.”

OUR VISION

Story and photos: Friends of Ford’s Pond
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WALKING
Walking in nature has been proven to 
bene�t physical and emotional health. 
Get your daily steps in on the 1.75-
mile pond perimeter path or challenge 
yourself by adding the one-mile west 
hillside loop, with an elevation gain 
of 300 feet, and enjoy the views from 

the top. Volunteers with the Friends of 
Ford’s Pond mow the primitive trails. 
Closed-toe footwear is suggested and 
waterproof boots are handy during 
the rainy season when sections of the 
trail �ood. Carrying drinking water for 
yourselves and your dogs is strongly 
urged during the warmer months. 

�e Monday Walkers meet every Monday at 9 a.m. at the Church Road parking 
area for a brisk walk. All are welcome to join. Information is available on the 
Friends of Ford’s Pond Facebook page: facebook.com/friendso�ordspond

To get to Ford’s Pond, take I-5 Exit 136 to Hwy 138 West. Church Road is one 
mile west of the interstate.

Ford’s Pond 2020 Improvements 
For more information visit fordspond.org

Church Road

Hwy 138 West

EXISTING  
MOWED TRAIL

ADA-ACCESSIBLE  
PATH

ADA-ACCESSIBLE 
PARKING

FORD’S POND
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BIRDING
Ford’s Pond, with over 185 recorded 
species, is a birding hotspot on the 
Paci�c Flyway. �e park hosts three 
distinct habitats, including an ash 
woodlands in the southeast corner, 
a favorite for shy great blue herons 
and great egrets; an oak savanna on 
the west hillside, �lled with sounds 
of woodpeckers tapping and secretive 
songbirds �uttering in the high trees; 
and Ford’s Pond, a resting area for 
migrating waterfowl and a feasting 
ground for diving bald eagles and 
osprey. A visit to Ford’s Pond on a frosty, 
foggy morning may o�er a glimpse of 
the outlines of white pelicans or tundra 
swans clustered together. When the 
fog begins to lift, they will leave the 
area quickly, their white camou�age no 
longer e�ective.

�e Umpqua Valley Audubon 
Society o�ers guided birding walks. 
Visit �e Friends of Ford’s Pond website 
at fordspond.org for links to bird 
sightings and birding activities.

FISHING/BOATING
Ford’s Pond can be a place for a quiet 
morning alone on your kayak or a 
fun family day of �shing. Many locals 
fondly remember learning to �sh at 
Ford’s Pond for bass, crappie, and 
cat�sh. Kayaks, canoes, and other 
nonmotorized craft (electric motors 
operated under �ve mph may be  
used) are permitted, but must be  
hand carried.

OAK SAVANNA HABITAT
�e Friends of Ford’s Pond will be 
restoring 58 acres of oak savanna habitat 
on the hillside of the Ford’s Pond 
property, to improve wildlife habitat. 
�rough funding from the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service’s Partners Program, 
the project began in September 2018, 
when Sutherlin High School FFA 
students collected 400 acorns from 
heritage trees and began propagating 
them in the school’s greenhouse.

Volunteers, including students from 
the Phoenix School (Roseburg) Youth 
Corps, have been working to clear 
the hillside in preparation for a future 
prescribed burn. Replanting of the 
saplings is expected in late 2020. 

Keep it Bent �shing pro enjoys a day  
at Ford’s Pond.

NEARBY BIRDING HOTSPOTS  

COOPER CREEK RESERVOIR
PLAT I RESERVOIR
MILDRED KANIPE MEMORIAL PARK
For a thorough list of birding hot spots  
and tips near Sutherlin visit:
umpquabirds.org 
oregonbirding.org   
umpquaaudubon.org

Ford’s Pond has developed a reputation  
as one of the best spots in the county for 
local birders. 

A Phoenix School (Roseburg) Youth 
Corps volunteer helps clear the hillside in 
preparation of a future prescribed burn to 
help restore oak savanna habitat.
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ROUGH POPCORNFLOWER
�e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
is working to preserve an area of 
the federally-endangered rough 
popcorn�ower located at Ford’s Pond. 
Future plans include an interpretive 
panel explaining the importance of 
protecting threatened and endangered 
species, removal of invasive, non-native 
plant species, and planting of native 
trees to provide new shade. �e rough 
popcorn�ower is endemic to northern 
Douglas County.

FORD’S POND WILDLIFE
As with any rural area in Oregon, 
visitors are reminded to enjoy the 
wildlife, but be aware of potentially 
dangerous wildlife. Take preventive 
measures against ticks, mosquitoes and 
other stinging insects, blackberry vines, 

and poison oak. While sightings are 
rare, visitors are reminded to watch for 
cougar, bears, coyotes and rattlesnakes.

THE FRIENDS OF FORD’S POND
�e Friends is a 501(c)(3) nonpro�t 
working in partnership with the City 
of Sutherlin to actively fundraise for 
improvements, provide volunteers for 
park maintenance, and host events. 
Volunteers are always needed and 
welcomed. Donations may be made 
through their website: fordspond.org

backyardbuzz I ford’s pond

�e rough popcorn�ower is federally listed  
as endangered without critical habitat.

PARK RULES & INFORMATION  
•  Dogs on leash are welcome; pet waste 

bags are provided. 

•  Please pack out all trash and pet waste. 

•  Fishing is permitted with a state license.

•  Hunting is not permitted. 

•  Ford’s Pond is day use only.  




