
1 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. 

For the Love of Outdoors & Service 

of The Greater Good 

haring similar interests and values, Jim and Beth 

Houseman met while working for the National 

Park Service at Gateway National Recreation Area. 

Jim had just 

graduated from 

college when he 

met Beth. "We met 

on the job and 

learned we both 

shared a fondness 

for baseball, 

leading to our first 

date at a Yankees’ 

game." Three years 

later, Jim proposed. 

Both continued to 

work as rangers for 

the National Park 

Service. An appreciation for the outdoors and living 

lives that serve the greater good have been a central 

part of the Houseman's story. 

Drawn to the Outdoors 

Jim developed an appreciation for the outdoors as he 

was growing up. "My family would take camping 

trips to national forests and parks. 

Also, backpacking in the Sierra Nevada mountains 

became a favorite summer activity. These life 

experiences gave me an appreciation for the natural 

world and an interest in wildlife management as a 

career."  

Beth had grown up in The Rockaways, a beach 

community in New York City. While in college, she 

worked for the National Park Service during the 

summer. During her second summer, she "worked 

with disabled visitors, assisting them in the ocean 

for a program called Adapted Aquatics." The 

summer after she graduated from college with a 

degree in marine biology, she worked in 

interpretation/environmental education. Beth 

discovered that she "enjoyed interpretation and the 

educational lightbulb moments, and the journey 

began."  

A Diverse Set of Skills 

Jim explained that park rangers need a "broad skill 

set," which can vary with each park. "Interpersonal 

skills are essential since you're dealing with the 

public and coworkers." In addition, they must 

develop specific "knowledge and understanding of 

the park's natural and historical resources." Park 

rangers also need advanced CPR and first aid 

training. They are sometimes called upon "to 

provide wildland firefighting, search and rescue, and 

law enforcement, which requires specialized training 

and physical requirements."  
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Because Beth was a park ranger interpreter, she 

utilized a different skill set on the job. "You should 

really enjoy public speaking," and "you have to 

enjoy lifetime learning as you study the local 

culture, history, flora, and fauna." Depending on the 

park and the position (and the "collateral duties" a 

ranger is assigned), other skills such as spelunking, 

firefighting, photography, scuba, or mountain 

climbing could be needed.  

 

Favorite National Parks 

 

Beth: “My favorite park visits have a theme: Acadia, 

Biscayne, Channel Islands, and Glacier Bay 

National Parks. My favorite land-locked parks are 

Bryce Canyon and the quieter North Rim of the 

Grand Canyon.” 

 

Jim: “My favorite parks are Yosemite, Yellowstone, 

and Redwood.”  

 

Caring for Our Environment 

 

Beth believes that "economic growth and 

environmental protection are not exclusive; there 

can be balance and compromise." Nonetheless, 

"biodiversity is the barometer of our planet's health." 

Expressing a similar view, Jim believes "we have a 

duty to care for the environment and wildlife to 

ensure functional ecosystems survive into the 

future."  

Uniquely Equipped 

 

About twenty-one years ago, the Housemans moved 

to Sutherlin, Oregon—a rural Southern Oregon 

Community. After settling into their new home with 

their young daughters, they recognized a need they 

were uniquely equipped to help address.  

 

Told 'Seniors' Don't Need Parks 

 

Beth recalls there were no safe places to walk or ride 

a bike on the west side of their new community. 

"We were told the demographics for the future west 

side housing would be for 'seniors,' so nearby parks 

weren't needed. Why did anyone think seniors 

wouldn't want to get outside for a walk? Parks for 

adults are just as important as parks for kids."  

 

A New Vision for Their Community 

 

The Houseman's new home was in West Sutherlin 

and located 

directly across the 

street from Ford's 

Pond—a 95-acre 

body of water that 

had once been 

used to hold logs. 

At the time, access 

to the pond was 

generally limited to overgrown, narrow paths. 

However, locals did frequent the area to fish for bass 

or to take in some bird watching. 

 

Developers had an eye on the pond and the 107 

acres of open space surrounding it as a potential 

housing development site. Jim and Beth had a 

different vision for the Ford's Pond property.  

 

Jim understood that "being outdoors in nature is 

essential because it is restorative, and allows our 

minds to declutter." Beth was familiar with the 

"almost daily articles citing studies of the physical 

and emotional benefits of walking in nature, walking 

with friends or family." The couple envisioned a 

"year-round walking path at Ford's Pond for the 

health and benefit" of their community. Taking the 

first step in making their vision a reality, the 

Housemans began sharing what they envisioned for 

Ford's Pond with neighbors, friends, and others.  

 

The Friends of Ford's Pond 
 

In 2014, when the City of Sutherlin considered 

purchasing the pond area, Beth convinced the City 

Council that the property could best serve the 

community as a park. To support the development 

and maintenance of the park, neighbors, and friends 

who embraced the Houseman's vision for the pond 

and the surrounding area helped establish an all-

volunteer nonprofit, The Friends of Ford's Pond.  

https://fordspond.org/
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Jim serves as the Board's president, and Beth serves 

as the secretary.  

 

The Friends of Ford's Pond has partnered with the 

city to write grants to support the park's 

development. The 

nonprofit also 

partnered with 

Sutherlin High 

School FFA 

students to help 

"restore the oak 

savanna habitat on the west hillside." Other 

community volunteers have spent countless hours 

clearing pathways, keeping the paths mowed, 

building new trails, and installing picnic tables at 

various locations around the pond and on a hill 

overlooking the water.  

 

As a result of a lot of grant writing and fundraising 

by the Friends of Ford's Pond, the city hired a firm 

to develop the master plan for the park. As of  

summer 2021, the park now has an ADA-accessible 

parking area with landscaping and an accessible 

asphalt pathway around more than half of the pond's 

perimeter. By late summer 2022, the 2-mile pathway 

around the pond will be completed, picnic shelters 

and restrooms will be built, and an inclusive, natural 

playground will be installed. The Friends are 

actively fundraising for the playground equipment. 

 

On any given day, 

people of all ages and 

abilities visit the pond. 

Mothers stroll with their 

infants, and couples walk 

hand-in-hand along the 

water. Younger and older people can be seen 

walking dogs or fishing in boats or along the shore. 

Sometimes local artists set up their umbrellas and 

canvases near the water. Small groups will stop 

along the path to chat with friends and neighbors or 

visitors from outside the area. Others jog by or pedal 

along on their bicycles, often waving as they pass.   

 

The Houseman's initial vision has become a 

community reality. Ford's Pond Community Park is 

a place for everyone. "It has become a healthy 

gathering place."  

 

Finding Time to Relax 

 

Not surprisingly, Jim relaxes when he is hiking, 

kayaking, or fishing. He also enjoys making 

homebrew beer. Beth loves to cook and likes 

"learning new cuisines and exploring new spices and 

ingredients" and likes drinking Jim's homebrew. She 

also enjoys beach-combing, warm-water snorkeling, 

and reading historical fiction.  

 

Advice for Others 

 

Jim: "Focus on a few things that bring you joy and 

be aware of how easy it is to overcommit your 

time." 

 

Beth: "Keep learning, verbalize gratitude 

daily…surround yourself with positive people and 

enjoy laughing together. I'm guided by the Jewish 

teaching of Tikkun Olam, translated to 'repairing the 

world,' meaning it is our responsibility to improve 

the world now and for future generations. Spend this 

time of your life using the skills you've gathered 

through your life to take action and bring about a 

positive change in your community or beyond."  

 
Thank you, Jim and Beth Houseman, all the volunteers, 

and Friends of Ford’s Pond. You have created a 
welcoming, intergenerational gathering place for your 

community and have established a model for other 

communities to follow. 

 
To learn more about The Friends of Ford's Pond and the 

Park, visit: https://fordspond.org  

https://fordspond.org/the-friends/
https://fordspond.org/



